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Thank you for your ongoing prayers for us.  Prayer is vital in transforming Europe today. It helps 
release God's power into the lives of our workers and those they are trying to reach. ECM's work 
is not only being done by its missionaries but through the support of people like you standing 
behind them in prayer. Our prayer for you this Christmas is that you will have much joy as you 
celebrate the birth of Jesus and much peace, as you rest in Him.   
 
    Isaiah 9: 6-7 'For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and 
    the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 
    Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.' 

 
Charis Tully, Ferrybank 

Many of you will have already heard the big news that I am leaving Waterford next year. 

I NEED your prayer support more than ever now – please pray for me at this emotional and challenging 

time – please pray that I will finish up well here, for the church and team not to be discouraged by my 

move, for God to show me what to do next, where to live - I do know that I would like to be closer to my 

mum in Cork so that I can be a better support to her both now and into the future. There are so many 

unknowns at present but thankfully we serve a God who knows the future and we can trust Him, ‘the good 

shepherd’ to lead us along the right path. 

If you didn’t get my recent email explaining my reasons for moving on in more detail and you would like to 

get it please send me an email at charis.tully.@ecmi.org   

 
Jonathan & Nicola McCracken, Claremorris 
 
Praise 

• We give thanks that our meal went well for some of our supporters and friends last month and we 
continue to be encouraged by those who support us prayerfully and financially.  

• Our Lego Bricks club went well in the Town Hall. We had our church children and two of the girls 
came back from the family that we have got to know in the town. Pray that we will be able to build 
up with this family. 

• The Winter Market also went well and we had some good connections and conversations with 
people and neighbours. No co-incidence that Andy met a man from his home county of Antrim. 
Someone who Nicola also met recently!   

Prayer 

• We will have the Amazing Journey to Bible Times Exhibition in the local Boys National School on 
Wednesday 27th November. Pray for the boys that they might want to get a New Testament for 
themselves to bring home. 

• On Saturday 14th December we will have our Kids Christmas Club in the Town Hall. (3pm to 
4.15pm). 

• On Sunday 15th December we will have our first Family Carol Service as a church at 7pm. Pray as 
we give out invites and extend a warm welcome to families and neighbours in the community.  

May we wish you all a happy and blessed Christmas. 



Sebastian and Gloria Forjan, Slovenia 
 
In December we try to give our calendars, Bibles and other literature.  
Pray for open doors and that God will direct us to the right people.  
Pray for protection against the enemy for our church and our family.  
Pray for wisdom and guidance in parenting our three boys – Patrick, Samuel and Izak (Isaac).  
Also continue to pray for our leadership team development as we are preparing for the next year’s 
plan. Thank you so much for standing with us in prayer. 
 

Peter and Anna Crawford, Lisbon  
 
We appreciated and enjoyed our time in N Ireland, and it passed so fast.  We were sorry that we were not 
able to meet with as many people as we would have liked.  
It was encouraging to connect with some new folks and to increase awareness of our move to Greece next 
year.  Please pray that God would add to our supporters, both financially and in prayer.  
 
Please pray that God would raise up the right people to take over from Peter in his leadership 
responsibilities in Portugal next April. As our numbers increase with the potential of rising to 27 
missionaries early next year, it is important that the transition of leadership goes well.  
With the increased numbers we are also looking at two people doing member care, when Anna steps down 
from this responsibility. Again, please pray for the right people to be identified.  
 
Continue to pray for the church plant. Alta Crista, that we are involved in, that it would continue to have a 
good foundation.  Please pray for God to add young families to this church plant.  
 
 

Charlie and Tania Deering Camarma, Madrid 

• From 18-21 Nov we were in Enniskillen on a last-minute trip because my mother took unwell the 
previous week. However, she has made a good recovery, so we were able to spend a good time 
with her and my father. Praise God for her recovery and time well spent. 

• Praise God for the recent ECM Spain retreat (7-10 Nov), for the chance to meet up with our 
colleagues throughout the country and catch up on their lives. Pray for Dan, Edgar and Byron as 
they begin to take over responsibilities from Francis, our current director, who steps down next 
November. Rather than one person, the idea is to share his workload. It's a first for everyone so 
pray for smooth transition.   

• We also thank God for an encouraging church assembly (17 Nov) when we welcomed 8 new 
members and elected two more elders, Carlos and José Manuel. Pray for them as they begin 
their new roles. 

• Pray for Tania, Dámaris and Myriam as they plan for the ladies morning on 14th Dec. They are a 
good team. The 14th will be the second such event and around 40 or 50 ladies 
from many different backgrounds are expected. 

• Charlie heads to Germany (30 Nov- 3 Dec) for leadership meetings. Around 40 expected from all 
over Europe. Pray it would be time of encouragement, learning and direction.  

• We continue to wait for our first grandchild, due 29th of Nov. Pray for Nicole and Mark and the new 
junior on the way.  

• Pray for Naomi as she hopes to complete her PHD thesis very soon.  
• We look forward to time with family over Christmas: 20-27 Dec in Aberdeen; 27 Dec-5 Jan 

N.Ireland. 

Charlie and Miriam Anderson (ECM International) 

Charlie: For me Nov has been a quieter month travel wise and I have been grateful for the 
opportunity to catch up on necessary paperwork (really computer work in this day and age). 

From Thurs 28th Nov to Wed 4th Dec, I will be in Germany. This time will include meeting up with 
Vimal and Louise, with our mission partners DMG, and various informal and formal meetings at 



the Leadership Gathering in Germany.  Pray for wisdom and grace and God’s will to be 
recognised and done as we work together. 

As Peter Crawford moves into new ministry areas, someone needs to take on his role as Field 
Ministries Coordinator. This involves chairing meetings where ongoing ‘big questions’ are 
considered like: 

·       How can we best equip and build our teams in various countries? 
·       How can ECM provide the best structures to guide, empower and provide appropriate 
Member Care for our workers? 
·       Are there new areas/strategies ECM should be considering? 

Pray for me as I develop into this role and that together we will be equipped with Holy Spirit 
wisdom to answer these questions to God’s glory. 
Pray as planning goes forward for a Pastors to Pastors Conference in Serbia (May 2020) and a 
team to Bosnia (start July 2020) 
  
Miriam:  Praise God I am slowly moving forward in a new way of working. It is developing, so 
please pray for the teams I work with: 

·       We need God’s help to promote good Member Care and provide best practice 
guidelines. 
·       In actual conversations with missionaries and facilitators, pray our teams will be 
sensitive to God’s Spirit and led by Him so as to really support and encourage. 
·       The team working on incorporating prayer into our Biennial Programme needs great 
wisdom as prayer is the bedrock of all we seek to do. 

  
I am also discovering (from behind the scenes) how to support ministries and workers with whom 
Charlie is more actively involved. I want to help him be more efficient in admin so that he can have 
time to use his gifts in other areas. 

·       Pray for the ability to recognise where God is working, what He wants me to be 
involved in, and for obedience. 
·        Pray as we plan support events, to allow us to be fully committed in these areas of 
work, that what we do, will engage and inspire people to partner with us in ministry. 

 
 

Colin and Ally Holmes in Ferrybank, Waterford 
 
We thank you for all your prayers and support in the past year and pray God's blessing and peace 
to be with you this Christmas.   
 
- From 30 Nov- 4 Dec Colin will attend ECM leadership meetings in Germany.  Please pray we 
might be a community who are learning from one another and being built up in stronger 
relationship in Christ.  We will be thinking about "Learning from the past and moving 
forward together" as many leaders are in a time of transition.   
 
- We are encouraged by how God is leading our plans for church coming up to Christmas.  Please 
pray for  
- Ferrybank turning on lights and Santa.  There were 500+ children at this last year.  We have 
been invited to help and hope to make crafts with the children and also to give away 500 children's 
books based on the Christmas story called "The Longest Wait" as well as fliers for church.  Please 
pray we might be the light Jesus has made us in the midst of the community here.   
- Singing in nursing homes with other churches.  We hope to join with 3 other gospel minded 
churches in Waterford to sing carols in nursing homes. Please pray we might bring 
encouragement to the residents.   
- Our own Carols and Advent season.  We will be using Phil 2.6-11 to help us reflect more deeply 
on the person of Christ.  Pray we might know Him more and rejoice in Him.  (Phil 3.10, 4.4) 
 



- Charis will be finishing up with the team and church in Ferrybank early in the New Year 
2020.  Please pray for her as she hands things over and seeks God's will for what might be next 
for her.   
 
- We give thanks for the chance to enjoy Christmas with family and friends in Waterford and also 
up North across this season.  Pray we might be able to be present with those we meet and know 
Christ's presence over this time.   

 
 
 

Office (Lindsay and Lourdes) 
 

Over the past month we are thankful for having some 'face to face' time with some of our 

missionaries. It’s always a joy to have some quality time with our workers and we are always 

encouraged to hear how God is at work in them and in the churches and communities God has 

placed them in. We are also thankful that Marcus and Andressa Barido are now in Portugal with 

ECM having spent the past year raising support in N.I. As well as that, we are excited that Goran 

Macura has recently become an Associate Member with ECM Ireland. Goran lives in Slovenia with 

his wife and daughter. Goran is involved in setting up a new church plant in a town called 

Domzale, Slovenia. 

 

One current challenge the office faces is deciding what CRM (Customer Relationship Management) 

system we should move to as our existing one is continuing to cause us problems (it's old!), so 

please pray that 

God would give us wisdom and discernment and that He would lead us to the right system, at the 

right price, and that the changeover would be as smooth as possible. 

 

        The office will be closed from Thursday 19th December - Monday 6th January. 


