
 
MISSION AFRICA AND COVID-19 

Although our office staff are continuing to prioritise working from home at this time, our office answer-
phone is regularly monitored, and post can still be sent to the office — please do get in touch via these 
means. However, a better alternative is to email info@missionafrica.org.uk, or any of our individual email 
addresses. These can be found on our website. 

Please do continue to encourage others to sign up for our emailed prayer and news updates (get in 
touch, and we can arrange this). Please note that a large print, printer friendly version of Prayer Monthly is 
available in PDF format; it is emailed along with the regular Prayer Monthly.  

POINTS FOR PRAYER 

Africa 

! Please continue to pray for the security situation in Africa. As has been the case for many years, Islamist 
terrorists ramp up their activities during the dry season and especially in Ramadan.  Boko Haram and 
analogous organisations have recently been attacking both military and Christian targets in Nigeria. 
Pray that God might strengthen the hands of those who stand in the line to defend African nations 
from this growing evil. Mozambique has recently experienced extensive Islamist terrorist activity, as has 
the DRC, to a lesser extent.   

! Many African nations are reporting increased COVID19 infection and death rates. We ask that you also 
continue in prayer for Africa, as it responds to COVID-19. Pray for access to vaccinations; give thanks 
to God for those pharmaceutical companies and governments that are supplying vaccines for free . 
Pray for good leadership, and wisdom managing the latest, more contagious, strains of the virus. Pray 
for those in charge of vaccination logistics in countries that are vast in size and population but have 
only very few medical workers. Pray for medical staff and other key workers — that God would provide 
them with strength, as they continue to battle the virus in 2021. 

! Pray for other health challenges in Africa – from the rare but terrifying Ebola (there are currently out-
breaks in DRC and Guinea) to the seemingly mundane, Malaria (which causes about 360000 deaths in 
Africa annually).  
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Burkina Faso 

Ana van Brakel: 
! Ana thanks the Lord for the conference over Easter that she participated in. The connection worked 

fairly well, and the participation and questions were good. She asks for prayer for more of these op-
portunities to connect with the young people online. 

! Ana thanks the Lord too for the regional conferences that have taken place and that have been well 
attended. Please pray that the teaching will have an impact on the daily life of the Christians. 

! Ana thanks the Lord for the government approval of her settlement status that was received last week. 
She asks for continued prayer regarding the paperwork which is now back with a solicitor for advice 
on the next steps. 

Jeremy Nash: 
! Please continue to pray for Burkina Faso; for the terrorist situation and for wisdom in the government 

negotiations with them. This is the period of greatest food shortage, pray for just distribution and 
God's help to IDP's (Internally Displaced People) who are not registered to receive aid. 

! Pray that God's spirit would strengthen those children who have called on His name after learning 
about him in the Explorers Club. May God help them and direct them to those who will nurture their 
new faith. 

! Pray for Jeremy as he prepares for next years ministry: speaking in Churches and to Church groups, 
writing to trusts, preparing the Conference in Burkina and getting all the materials together that are 
needed to sustain the ministry. 

Chad 

David, Lucy and Sophie Morrison:  
! The Morrisons have just arrived back in the UK from Chad due to unrest (Details in their latest prayer 

letter). Pray for them as they process the confusing mix of emotions having abruptly left without know-
ing when a return will be possible.  

! Pray for the Morrison's colleagues with TEAM who have remained in country: For continued safety, 
peace of mind, courage and wisdom in decision-making 

! Pray for all those associated with the Acacia ministry: Our hearts break for them as they once again 
find themselves extremely vulnerable, many of them fearful as they think back to 2008. May God pro-
tect and provide for them and give the Morrisons creativity and wisdom as they seek to know how to 
best support them from afar, with no Acacia team members now in country. 

! Pray for Chad: That there may be no further unnecessary bloodshed and a peaceful transition of pow-
er to a civilian-led, democratic government. The opposition are calling for inclusive national dialogue 
with members from all sides, so maybe begin by praying for this to take place.  

Kenya 

! Pray for our ongoing projects with partners in Kenya – especially the “Wee School” and Old Folks 
Home in Thogoto, Kikuyu.  Give thanks that a new dormitory, funded by Mission Africa, will soon be 
completed at the Old Folks Home.  

! Give thanks that the PCEA have installed a new Head Office team – Rt Revd Thegu Mutahi (Moderator 
of General Assembly) Revd Robert Waihenya (Secretary General) and Revd Paul Mwangi Kariki 
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(Deputy Secretary General). Pray that they will be a godly hand on the tiller of the church in the difficult 
days of pandemic.  

! Kenya continues to experience huge rises in COVID19 infections and deaths. Much of the country is in 
a severe lockdown. Pray for an end to this tragedy.    

Rebecca Dodds: 
! Pray for Dr Rebecca Dodds that she would continue to fit it in well with the paediatric team and be a 

useful member of staff in that department. 

! Pray that she would continue to develop friendships with people from her. Especially Emily from Thir-
ime Church and Becky who is not  a Christian.  

! Give thanks to God that she is really learning to trust and depend upon Him more and more.  

! Give thanks to God that her Visitor’s Permit has been extended (this is a big relief!). Pray for the speedy 
issue of her Entry (work) permit.  

Nigeria 

The Gaiyas:  
! May is usually a busy month as Gracie rounds up the school year. This is her last month in Elementary 

School and she will be moving to Grade 6 in August. Pray she finishes well; pray for the preparation 
that’s made as she transitions to Middle School. Pray too for a refreshing summer break for all students 
and staff. Give thanks to God for the blessing of Hillcrest School. 

! Pray for Pamela and all the friends at ACTS as they move closer to replacing the computer systems at 
the headquarters as well as the 16 branches of ACTS. The current computers are constantly giving 
problems so these new systems are eagerly awaited. Pray for a smooth and problem-free change-over.  

! Pray for Musa as exams are now over and the marking begins; pray for the preparation needed for the 
second semester at the University of Jos. 

Sid Garland: 
! Sid Garland is thanking God for recent reports from his former student, Rev David Onuche. As a long-

serving UEC missionary now based near Abuja, David appreciates our prayers for his witness among 
the Fulani people and their children. Recently he organised several days of discipleship training with 
Fulani converts. A Fulani Muslim Background Believer, who trained at PACT and is now serving as a 
pastor with ECWA, was the visiting speaker / teacher. Pray for more conversions among the Fulani 
tribe, the largest unreached people group in Africa. 

! Sid Garland is asking for prayer for a couple (both former students): Rev Luka Vandi is Managing Di-
rector of ACTS Bookshops and his wife Roseline is a lecturer at the Theological College of Northern 
Nigeria (where Sid taught for 20 years). Pray that God will sustain the family in the loss of Roseline’s 
father while she was on study leave in Kenya (where she is pursuing her PhD studies with St Paul’s Uni-
versity); prayer is requested for the health of their youngest son Othniel; pray also for God’s blessing 
on the books and Bibles (both in English and Hausa) going out through the 16 ACTS bookshops 
across Nigeria. 

The Ibias:  
! Samantha asks for prayer for the students as they resumed their third term mid in April especially our 

SS3 students (final year secondary school) as they prepare for their final exams.  

! Samantha also asks for pray for our post secondary school students who have have just done elections 
for their new student leaders. Pray for the new leaders as they take over that they will do even more 
than those before them!  
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! Samantha thanks God for his faithfulness during our national triennial conference, though not without 
issues it was successful and many lives were reached. Pray for lasting impact.  

Katie Morrison: 
! We thank God for the appointment of 2 new medical doctors at Holley Memorial Hospital (together 

making 3 doctors). Pray with us, that these doctors would settle into the community and be passionate 
to stay for a period of time. 

The Ekanems: 
! Pray for the Ekanems as they hope to travel to Ireland sometime this year. Pray that any obstacles 

would be overcome.  

! Pray for Godwin in his role as liaison officer as he interacts with colleagues in the National Office and 
other church pastors. He has a preaching engagement on 2nd May. Pray also for the Board Meeting at 
WWTC on 7th May. 

! Pray for Gail as she works with her local church to assist, provide resources and train up teachers for 
the Children's Church programme. Pray for her own Bible Club which begins again in May after   a 
short break. Pray also as she finishes up her courses over the next few weeks at WWTC. 

! Angel and her cousins have resumed school for the 3rd term. Pray for all of them, but especially for 
Akaninyene as he faces Junior Waec exams in June. 

Patton Taylor: 

! Continue to pray for Patton’s mentoring and support role as Visiting Professor for the two Theological 

Colleges. 

! Pray that opportunity will open up by early 2022 for a further College teaching trip to Nigeria. 

! Pray for work on text books for use in the Colleges. 

Theological Colleges: 
PACT: 
• Pray for the ongoing accreditation exercise with the Nigeria University Commission (NUC). The 

NUC will expect significant renovation of both classrooms and offices for which significant funds 
will be needed.   

• The students' hostels need urgent attention, particularly re-roofing.  The Provost"s house also re-
quires significant renovation. There is also a great need for an 'Evangelism Bus' for the College and 
a car for the Provost. 

• Pray for staff and students, especially those students suffering severe financial hardship 

WWTC: 
• We thank God for the success of this year's Annual Trek. Many lives were affected by the ministra-

tions of both staff and students. 
• Thank God for the progress made so far on the WWTC Clinic and Fencing Projects.  We need more 

funds for the completion of these university accreditation requirements.  
• Pray for Rev. Rufus Ogbonna (husband of the late Iris Ogbonna and “father figure” to the College) 

who has been hospitalised for the past 2 weeks 
• Pray for the whole College community: management, staff and students. 

Brian Wilson: 
! Brian Wilson requests prayer that his visa application to go to Nigeria will proceed smoothly and with-

out difficulty.   
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! During Lockdown, he has been invited to preach to Africans through WhatsApp groups - and this has 
led to blessed friendships both in Africa and in Ireland.  Praise God- the Lord has taken pleasure in His 
servants' work - and is very aware though that he has been called to a specific service in the Library of 
PACT.  Pray for him as he prepares to leave Northern Ireland, and as he prepares for the work at PACT.  
Thank God for support through Mission Africa.   Praise Him also for generous prayer, and practical 
support from many. 

Scotland 

! Please pray for churches around Scotland which are considering how to engage with mission organi-
sations following the easing of lockdown. Pray they will continue to want face to face meetings.  Pray 
for those who are currently using Mission Africa video resources to encourage prayer and mission en-
gagement. 

! Pray for Robbie as he reconnects with churches to plan speaking opportunities in the autumn, and as 
he continues to work on video resources.  

! Give thanks for good "zoom chat & prayer” times with folks in Scotland who are interested, they are 
very encouraging. 

Mission Africa in General 

! It is with regret that due to the UK government’s most recent advice not to plan overseas travel during 
summer 2021, we have had to once again cancel our teams to Kenya and Nigeria. We are hoping that 
we will be able to gather in person for a Northern Ireland Training time in June 2021.  

! We will soon be beginning to make plans for our Annual Conference on 12th June at 7:30PM on 
Zoom.  Pray that all planning and preparation will go smoothly. 

! Pray that God will continue to raise up suitable people to join Mission Africa. Give thanks to God for 
some recent applications and indications of interest in service. Pray that those who approach us — of-
ten very tentatively — would receive from God a truly clear sense of His will for their lives. Give thanks 
that Miss Rebecca Dada from London has been accepted for a year of Short Term service with Mission 
Africa. She plans to go to Kenya in September 2021.  

! Pray for Council, as they seek the will of God for Mission Africa in these troubled days. Pray that God 
will bless them with the special wisdom that He promises in His word. Council plans to meet on 11th 
May, 2021.  

! Pray that God would use our increased social media posting as a tool to bring new missionaries (short-
term and long-term) to the Mission, and that it would continue to increase people’s awareness of the 
life and work of Mission Africa. 

! Give thanks that an England Prayer Group has started. This group will meet via zoom at 3:30PM on the 
first Thursday of each month. Pray that this time will be a time of blessing and numbers will grow over 
the months to come. If you are interested, please contact us or Jeremy Nash for details.  

Please be assured that we keep all our faithful supporters in our constant prayers. 
May God bless you and keep you, now and always.   

Revd  Dr W. J. P. Bailie, CEO 
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Mission Africa Announcements  
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May Central Prayer Meeting – Thursday 20th  at 8pm  

The Zoom link is: https://tinyurl.com/y3m9q4y3  

June Conference – Saturday June 12th at 7.30pm. You are most welcome to join us! 

The Zoom link is: https://tinyurl.com/y3m9q4y3  

Prayer Groups — If you would be interested in joining a smaller prayer group, please get in 
touch with Lauren Mornin at lauren.mornin@missionafrica.org.uk. These groups will meet via 
Zoom, in addition to the Central Prayer Meeting, and will be supporter-led — they are open to 
all supporters, regardless of geography. 

Project Donations — Council have decided that from the financial year commencing 1st Feb-
ruary 2021, a charge of 5% will be applied to donations made to projects. This is to offset the 
costs of ensuring that project money and the projects themselves are correctly administered. 
We note that 5% is much less than the charges applied by the vast majority of other charities. 
If you have questions relating to this, please contact Julie McConnell at julie.mcconnell@mis-
sionafrica.org.uk  
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