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‘I WANT TO BE LIKE THE CRAZY LADY’ 

 
To celebrate International Women’s Day on 8 March, we tell the story of a remarkable lady who 
trusted herself when everyone else doubted her... 
 
Aksa’s neighbours thought she had gone mad. Her elderly husband was no longer able to 
work with her to farm maize. And when Aksa’s sister became ill, she had to provide for her 
family as well as her own children. 
 
That’s why Aksa, who lives in a poor, rural village in Tanzania, decided to learn to farm in a 
different way. Tearfund’s partner, the Anglican Diocese of Mpwapwa, is helping people like Aksa 
to farm in a more effective way, a process they call ‘Farming God’s Way’. 
 
When Aksa put these new techniques to the test, people thought she had lost it. She became 
known as ‘the crazy lady’. But then Aksa’s maize crops started to grow higher than her 
neighbour’s. They were amazed.  
 
Thief in the night 
Aksa noticed that some of her crops were going missing overnight. She asked her neighbours to 
pray for her to catch the thief. 
 
She remembers the next night well. It was Good Friday. Hiding nearby in her field, she spotted 
the thief, chased him down and caught him.  
 
Aksa took him back to his home to explain himself to his wife. She was speechless. Aksa then 
took the man to the local government office and told them how he had been caught stealing her 
maize. But Aksa asked them not to take any action as she had decided to forgive him. 
 
You don’t have to be mad… but it helps 
Aksa thanked her neighbours for praying for her to find the thief. ‘God showed me who was taking 
my maize,’ she says. No one has dared to take maize from Aksa ever since. Instead, many of her 
neighbours have decided to learn to farm like Aksa. ‘They told me they want to be crazy like me,’ 
she says. 
 
PLEASE PRAY 
 

• Give thanks for Aksa who persisted in providing for her family even when everyone 
around her thought she was crazy. 

• Lift up women and girls all around the world. Pray that they will have a voice and be given 
equal respect and opportunity. 

• Pray that we, as Christ-followers, will be at the forefront of making our world a place 
where all people are valued equally. 
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A NOTE FROM… 
'Aksa's story is an example of being seen as crazy until your miracle appears. She reminds me of 

Mary, who was probably called many names for claiming Jesus was the son of God – until the 

miracles started happening and people saw that her craziness was actually faith. Now Aksa's 

crazy faith has inspired others to be crazy like her too.' Precious Agbabiaka, Churches Team. 

 

 

VIOLENCE IN BURKINA FASO INTENSIFIES  
 

Violence in Burkina Faso continues to force hundreds of thousands of people from their 
homes. Fighting between armed groups has spread across many parts of the country, 
leading to a humanitarian crisis. 
 
‘The attacks have escalated very quickly, and we did not expect such a rapid deterioration of the 
situation,’ says Gaston Slanwa, Tearfund’s Country Director for Burkina Faso. ‘As a result, we are 
working closely with our partner organisations to see how to help people in most need. 
 
‘In recent months our partners have been adapting from longer term development work to the 
emergency response. Please pray that God will restore peace to Burkina Faso.’ 
 
Key figures 
 
781,517 
People displaced 
 
1,201 
People killed 
 
949,000 
People in need 
 
According to the UN, more than 600,000 people have been forced to flee in the last year – 
150,000 in the last three weeks alone. By the end of this year, the total could reach 1 million 
people. 
 
People's immediate needs include food and water. Their entire lives have been affected by this 
crisis. Many can’t access the land they farm on, so they have no way of providing for their 
families. 
 
Tearfund has been working in Burkina Faso since the 1970s, and currently works with five partner 
organisations across the country.  
 
Join us in prayer for this rapidly developing and concerning crisis. 
 
PLEASE PRAY: 
 

• Ask God to restore peace in Burkina Faso and protect vulnerable people, as well as our 
partners and Tearfund staff. 

• Please pray that Tearfund and our partners will be able to reach people in greatest need, 
especially those who have been forced to flee their homes. 

• With Presidential elections due to happen later this year, please pray they would be 
peaceful. 
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TRYING TO SURVIVE ZIMBABWE’S DROUGHT 

 

Florence hasn’t been able to grow anything on her land for two years. And the situation is 

unlikely to improve anytime soon. Her family are being pushed further into poverty; it’s 

destroying her self-confidence and her hope for the future.  

 

Florence lives in Zimbabwe, which is experiencing its worst drought in more than 40 years. The 

lack of rain means harvests are failing across the country. The drought has pushed food prices 

up. That, and the country’s political unrest, has been devastating for farmers like Florence.  

 

Hard times 

‘The last time I went to till my land was in early 2018, because of this drought that has plagued 

our land,’ says Florence.  

 

Her family were forced to rely on breeding and selling their chickens to provide an income, but 

many died of disease. Florence is now dependent on her 20-year-old son’s efforts to make an 

income: ‘My son makes money by selling sweets and doing casual jobs. When he earns 

something with the little he gets we will cook one meal, which we will eat for dinner and save 

some for breakfast,’ Florence explains. ‘Sometimes he doesn’t make any money, so we’ll sleep 

hungry.’ 

 

Florence would like to work, but is scared to leave her young daughter alone. ‘One of my children 

is a girl who I can’t leave alone as it’s not safe,’ She explains. ‘Sometimes I cry when I think of my 

situation and what has happened to me.’ 

 

Florence’s life has never been easy. Orphaned as a young child, married by the age of 12, and 

then widowed twice before she turned 39, Florence has endured many setbacks and hardships. 

But this drought is the worst thing to ever happen to her. 

 

‘Now, my only hope is with God,’ says Florence. 

 

Coming together 

Tearfund is working in Zimbabwe, helping farmers like Florence to not only survive the drought, 

but to help them put in place plans to build a brighter future.  

 

Our local partner, the Evangelical Fellowship of Zimbabwe, is working through Florence’s local 

church. They are training members of the community, including Florence, in how they can use 

their gifts to become self-reliant and lift themselves out of poverty. 

 

And as the climate crisis worsens, initiatives like this are needed more than ever. 

 

What has climate change got to do with drought? 

Extreme weather, like droughts and floods, are not only becoming more common, but also more 

severe. And it’s people in poverty that are being hit the hardest by them. This is bad news for 

farmers like Florence. 
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Tearfund, through our local partners, are helping farmers learn new ways to farm in response to 

the climate crisis. This includes training on how best to work the land under these tough new 

conditions, and information on growing drought-resistant crops. 

 

Training like this is saving lives and helping to restore land that’s been devastated by drought. It’s 

also giving people like Florence a way to lift their families out of poverty. 

 

PLEASE PRAY 

 

• Lift up Florence and her family and pray a blessing over their futures. Pray that her land 

will recover and that she will be able to lift her family out of poverty.  

• Pray for farmers like Florence as they adapt to new farming techniques. Pray for 

protection against extreme weather and for abundant harvests so they can provide for 

their families.  

• Pray for an end to the drought in Zimbabwe. Although in some parts of the country it has 

finally begun to rain, the damage has already been done. Please pray that it's not too late  

 

During Lent, many of us give up certain things to help us focus on God. But one thing we 

will never give up on is following Jesus where the need is greatest – showing his love in 

practical ways to give a lifeline for people like Florence. Please consider giving to our Lent 

appeal to help people like Florence survive the drought. 

 

 

PRAYER POINTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD 
 

 Heavy rainfall has led to flooding and landslides in some of the poorer neighbourhoods in 

Kigali, the capital city of Rwanda. Pray for people affected by this – ask for God's comfort, for 

their safety and for provision. And pray that Tearfund and our partners will be able to reach 

people in greatest need. 

 

 Lift up people experiencing extreme poverty in Venezuela as the political and economic crisis 

continues and pray for an end to the crisis. And please keep praying for the millions of people 

who have fled Venezuela to seek refuge in neighbouring countries – for their safety and that they 

would find opportunities to lift themselves out of poverty.    

 

 Please keep praying for the ongoing peace talks between the US and the Taliban over 

Afghanistan. A deal was agreed this week that looked to bring peace and stability to the region. 

However, this agreement now remains in doubt. Pray for a decrease in violence in Afghanistan, 

so that people in the country will feel safe and protected.   
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