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Storm warning 
 
On 31 October, Super Typhoon Goni struck the Philippines. At least 24 people were killed, 
and over 300,000 have fled their homes. A few days later, Hurricane Eta slammed into 
Central America, causing widespread destruction. Two deadly storms on opposite sides of 
the world – both signs that something is wrong with our climate. 
 
We are in the midst of a record-breaking year for destructive weather. More storms than ever 
have formed during the Atlantic hurricane season, and it isn’t over yet. In the Pacific and Indian 
Oceans, typhoons and cyclones have cut short hundreds of lives and caused tens of billions of 
dollars worth of damage. 
 
This is a trend that we are seeing year on year: more storms, more floods, more droughts. This is 
the reality of the climate crisis. 
 
Being prepared 
Tearfund has been helping vulnerable communities to prepare for these threats. In the 
Philippines, our local church partners have been teaching people how to build stronger houses 
that can withstand powerful storms. They have also helped communities to diversify their sources 
of income, so that they’re not solely reliant on crops that may be destroyed. 
 
These and other measures have proved to be effective. While Super Typhoon Goni was similar in 
strength to 2013’s Super Typhoon Haiyan, the number of fatalities caused was significantly lower. 
 
The role of the church 
The storm season is not over yet. Countries from the Caribbean to Bangladesh to the Philippines 
are braced for more.  
 
We have a responsibility to safeguard God’s creation – to be good stewards of all he has given 
us. The climate crisis is real, and it’s affecting the lives of people living in poverty now. But 
together, united as the church, we can make a difference.  
 
It’s not only our church partners overseas that can impact lives. Your prayers are effective. The 
voice of the church in the UK can be a catalyst for change. 
 
Please pray 
 

 Pray for people who have lost loved ones, homes and businesses because of Super Typhoon 
Goni and Hurricane Eta. Pray for God’s comfort and provision. 

 Pray that global leaders will make the climate crisis the priority it ought to be. 

 On Sunday 22 November, Tearfund is joining with Christian Aid and CAFOD for an online 
service of prayer and reflection on the climate crisis. Pray that the event will raise awareness 
about this important issue. 
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A note from… 
 
‘As Christians, we know that ‘the earth is the Lord’s and everything in it’ (Psalm 24:1). God’s 
creation is good, but the way we’ve damaged it is pushing people deeper into poverty. Loving our 
global neighbours today must include tackling the climate emergency, and each of us have a part 
to play.’  
 
Jack Wakefield, Campaigns Team 
 
 
 

A fair brew: why tea has been causing a bit of a stir…  
 
Tea is our national drink. And whether it’s a builder’s brew or a lapsang oolong, we’re 
united in our love of the humble cuppa. But how often do we consider, as we’re popping 
the kettle on, the people who brought us this wonder-liquid?  
 
There have been a lot of conversations recently about how much plastic is in tea bags. And these 
are important conversations to have: our over-reliance on single-use plastics is damaging God’s 
creation, as well as harming communities living in poverty. This is an issue that Tearfund has long 
been campaigning on. 
 
Today though, we're turning our attention to the issue of the tea workers and the conditions they 
live and work in. 
 
Falling tea prices can mean disaster for workers. In some countries, the cost of tea has fallen 
below what it costs to produce it. This is pushing more and more people into poverty. 
 
Disaster brewing 
‘The exploitation of workers in some tea gardens is systemic,’ says Prince David, who leads 
Tearfund’s work in India – the second largest producer of tea in the world. ‘Tea workers in 
unregulated gardens often don't receive minimum wages. They are unable to negotiate wages 
with owners and management.  
 
‘During peak seasons, casual labour is recruited for short periods. These are desperate laborers 
who otherwise lack a source of income. They do not receive employment benefits such as sick 
leave.  
 
The remote location of tea gardens means there is limited access to good health care facilities 
and few education opportunities for children. Inadequate housing, lack of safe drinking water and 
poor sanitation are a few of the problems faced by workers. Vulnerable children, women and men 
end up taking on risky job opportunities and are exploited and trafficked.’ 
 
Making a difference 
Each and every one of us can bring positive change for these vulnerable people. As consumers, 
we have a huge amount of power. The UK is one of the biggest consumers of tea globally: the 
average Brit drinks 876 cups of tea every year.  
 
By choosing Fairtrade products, we can influence companies to change their ways. Buying 
Fairtrade tea (and coffee, and chocolate!) helps ensure that farmers are treated fairly and are 
able to make a living. 
 
‘Fair wages provide more than just food on the table for family members,’ says Prince. ‘Earnings 
of workers enable them to send their children to school. Workers receiving fair wages can access 
better quality health care and help support their families back in the villages.’ 
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A better deal 
‘Fairtrade practices in some companies invite workers to participate as shareholders,’ Prince 
adds. ‘Workers are empowered co-owners, and this runs the company well. In the longer run, 
businesses that meet Fairtrade standards also benefit in achieving higher productivity, better 
price and higher brand value.’ 
 
And not only that, but Fairtrade goods are often organic and produced in an environmentally-
friendly way – helping to care for God’s creation. 
 
Please join us in choosing to buy Fairtrade products. And please pray with us for the people 
responsible for this beau-tea-ful (sorry – couldn’t resist) drink. 
 
Please pray 
 
The optimum brewing time for a cup of tea is (and we’ve verified this after extensive testing) four 
to five minutes. Which also feels like a great amount of time to pray. So, next time you make a 
cuppa, while you’re waiting for it to brew, close your eyes and bring to mind the farmers who 
helped bring it to you. Think of the men and women working on the tea plantations, and their 
families. Think about what they might want for their lives. Lift them up before God, and ask for his 
blessing upon them. And finally, pray that every tea brand will prioritise the needs of the people 
who work for them – giving everyone a fair deal. 
 
 
 

Ethiopia battling locusts, floods and coronavirus amid 
outbreaks of violence 
 
Crop-eating locusts have returned to Ethiopia, as the country sees its worst plagues in 25 
years. The challenges of coronavirus, flooding and renewed violence in the country are 
making the situation worse. Tearfund's partners are responding. 
 
Since the start of the year, the insects have destroyed an estimated 200,000 hectares of land in 
the country. Food supplies have been ruined and millions of people have lost their incomes.  
 
In recent weeks, the area of North Wollo has seen locusts devastate the entire crop that was due 
to be harvested. Agriculture is the backbone of Ethiopia’s economy and 80 per cent of the 
population rely on farming for both food and income. 
 
Further challenges 
At the time of writing, there have been 97,502 cases of coronavirus, and 1,494 deaths in Ethiopia. 
And with the pandemic restricting transportation, it’s now harder to get pesticides to the affected 
areas.  
 
Meanwhile, many people have also been affected by floods across the country. From June to 
September, heavy rains led to flooding in many regions, affecting over one million people.  
 
According to the United Nations food agency an estimated 350,000 have been forced to flee their 
homes. Livestock have been killed and crops washed away. 
 
Lifelines 
In the Afar region, a Scottish Government-funded project has helped Tearfund’s partner 
organisation, Friendship Support Association, provide 875 families with cash support for life's 
essentials. 
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Tearfund is also supporting another partner, EGCDWO, to respond to the needs of locust- 
affected communities in the Amaro area. Their projects are helping farmers to be more resilient at 
times of crisis like this. 
 
’Battling at three fronts [locusts, flooding and coronavirus] at the same time is the worst challenge 
Ethiopian farmers have had to face,’ says Mesfin Abebe, Tearfund’s Programme Manager in 
Ethiopia.  
 
‘Thousands of farmers are now bracing themselves for a long and harvestless season, left empty 
handed. These challenges have compounded the already complicated humanitarian situation in 
the country.’  
 
‘Added to this, ethnic-based killings, the forced displacement of civilians by illegal armed forces 
and the outbreak of fighting in the northern parts of the country is also overstretching the capacity 
of those responding to the growing needs’. 
 
Please pray 
 

 Pray for the locust swarms to end and for the farmers who are facing the challenges of 
flooding and coronavirus. 

 Pray for people who have been forced to leave their homes because of the multiple 
crises. May they be able to return to their homes and live their lives again. 

 With fighting recently breaking out in the northern region, please pray for the country to 
end bloodshed and for peace to prevail. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Pray for the world 
 

  As more of the UK goes into lockdown this week, please continue to pray with us for people 
affected by the pandemic around the world. Pray for comfort for all who are lonely, peace for all 
who are fearful, and healing for all who are sick. Pray for provision for people who have lost jobs. 
And thank God for everyone who is working to keep us safe. 
 
 

  Violence in Mali and Burkina Faso has plunged many areas of these countries into chaos. It 
has also spilled into Niger, which shares its borders with them. Pray for these countries to recover 
peace and stability. Lift up the work Tearfund is doing to help people who have been displaced by 
the violence, and to promote peace in these regions. 
 
 

 This week in Kabul, Afghanistan, gunmen attacked a university and killed 22 people. 
Violence is still a massive problem in Afghanistan, and disrupts humanitarian efforts, meaning 
people end up trapped in cycles of poverty. Lift up to God those who are mourning loved ones. 
And pray for lasting peace. 
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