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RESTORING CLAUDE 

 
When we talk about poverty, transformation and empowerment, do we simply mean full 
bellies where before there was hunger? Or is there more? 
 
After 12 years in a Rwandan jail for his involvement in the 1994 genocide, Claude was released. 
But it didn’t fix things. ‘It was very difficult,’ says Claude. ‘In my mind, I was still in prison.’ 
 
Claude’s wife bore the brunt of his guilt. He mistreated her, and drank heavily, using up the 
family’s food money. Then, staff from our local church partner invited him to come to a meeting. 
He says it was as though the message was written for him. 
 
The pastor was sharing Luke 4:18. ‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me 
to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners…’  
 
‘“Freedom for the prisoners!” It was when I heard the declaration of Jesus that I was free of 
prison,’ Claude says. ‘That's when I felt in my mind really free’. 
 
Redeeming love 
As he met the unconditional love of Jesus, Claude also found courage to approach the people he 
needed forgiveness from – the family members of those he had killed. 
 
That same love gave them grace to forgive him.  
 
The change in Claude has brought reconciliation in his community and his home. He treats his 
wife well and is an active member of our church partner programme, which helps people work 
together to build their faith and grow their resources. He used to be an enemy in the community, 
he says, but now he is a friend.  
 
‘I am living in harmony with the people whose family members I killed.’  
 
Claude’s world looks truly different. 
 
PLEASE PRAY 

• Thank God for his grace and love, which enables reconciliation and healing in the most 
painful situations. 

• Praise God for the practical and spiritual transformation in Claude’s life – that through his 
involvement with our local church partner, today he treats his wife well, can afford to feed his 
family and even leads prayers in his church. 

• Thank God for Claude’s enthusiasm to share his new hope with others. Pray that lives will 
continue to be changed as he speaks to others who are in prison or trapped in cycles of 
domestic violence. 
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A NOTE FROM… 
'When Jesus was proclaiming his mission in Luke 4:18, there must have been sceptics who 

asked how he was going to do this. However, every day we see people like Claude released from 

the shackles of social, economic and spiritual poverty. It is a confirmation of Christ’s proclamation 

to the world.' Emmanuel Murangira, Rwanda Country Director 

 

 

DAMSA IN DISTRESS: TAILORING HOPE 
 

‘I’ve got nothing to wear!’ I imagine that phrase has been uttered around the world, in lots 

of different languages, by lots of women (and men… and definitely by my children). For 

many of us, maybe what we really mean is ‘I just don’t like the things I have.’ For Damsa, a 

young woman in Afghanistan, ‘nothing to wear’ was closer to the truth. 

 

In the quiet village where Damsa* lives, a typical day sees men and women working side by side 
in the fields, planting, tending or harvesting their wheat. 
 
As with many small villages in the remote central highlands of Afghanistan, families farm their 
land to grow food. For income to pay for other necessities, selling livestock is the usual answer.  
There are no jobs to apply for to earn more money – and no shops in which to spend it. 
 
This means that finding basic necessities, like clothing, or the extra income required to buy them, 
can be very difficult. 
 
Coming apart at the seams 
With no real alternatives, when Damsa needed clothes she had to get together whatever money 
she could, find a way to get fabric and take it to the local tailor to be made into something suitable 
for her to wear. Choice was not a luxury Damsa had.  
 
‘We had a lot of problems having clothing made,’ Damsa says. ‘I bought new fabric and brought it 
to the tailor. A few days later, I went back, and she asked me to pay her, but I had no money. 
When I was able to collect enough money I paid her, but when I got home I realised that my new 
clothing was very tight and short.’  
 
It had been difficult enough to get the money and the fabric, but even that had been wasted. 
There was no way the clothing would be appropriate for Damsa to wear. She tucked it away. ‘I 
still haven’t worn it at all,’ she laments, ‘and it’s just sitting in a box’. In her remote village, without 
a ‘store policy’ to protect her consumer rights and offer her a refund – things many of us might 
take for granted – Damsa’s money was lost.  
 
But she still needed clothes to wear. Damsa needed a new solution. 
 
A stitch in time 
When Tearfund’s local partner offered a tailoring course in Damsa’s village, she jumped at the 
chance, eager to learn to sew for herself. She could gain a new skill, have a way to solve her own 
difficult situation – and be a part of the solution for those around her. 
 
‘Now I can make new clothes for myself and my family,’ Damsa says. ‘I was even able to make 
some clothes for others and earned some money from it!’ 
 
Learning to sew has given Damsa not only the ability to clothe herself, but the option to make a 
living too. That’s real power dressing! 
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PLEASE PRAY 

• It has been over four months since the September presidential election in Afghanistan and 
the result has yet to be declared. Please pray for an outcome that will be accepted by the 
population and for the new leadership to foster unity across the country. 

• Peace talks between the US and Taliban leaders continue to stall. Please pray for a mutual 
commitment to peace. 

• Please pray for the safety and protection of Tearfund's partners in Afghanistan, so that they 
can continue to do the kind of work that empowers people like Damsa. 

 

 

PLAGUE’S OF CROP-EATING LOCUSTS DEVASTATE EAST AFRICA 

 

East Africa is facing plagues of locusts – the worst in decades, destroying vital food 

supplies and sources of income. Tearfund staff and partners in the region are calling on 

us to pray for it to not get any worse. 

 

Ethiopia and Somalia are in the midst of the biggest invasion of the insects in 25 years – and the 

worst in Kenya for 70 years.  

 

This week Somalia declared a state of national emergency, the first country to do so. There are 

fears the plagues could also spread to nearby Uganda and South Sudan. 

 

The UN's Food and Agricultural Organisation is callling the swarms ‘unprecedented’ and 

‘devastating’, and has made a plea for international help. 

 

It’s believed the locusts have come across the Red Sea from Yemen and Oman. Towards the 

end of 2019, heavy rainfall created ideal conditions for the insects to breed. 

 

Left with little 

Tewodros Ketsela is an Emergency Officer for Tearfund in Ethiopia. He explains what’s 

happening:  

 

‘Across Ethiopia, Tearfund works with hundreds of self-help groups in rural areas whose 

members are mainly farmers. They grow maize, coffee, haricot beans and pigeon peas for eating 

and selling at the market. But these crops are being eaten by the locusts, leaving people with little 

food and jeopardising their income. We ask for your prayers to end this locust infestation, before 

it gets any worse. May God help us.’  

 

Farming communities have been left without food and a source of income. The region is already 

struggling after several poor harvests due to either drought or excess rain. As such, farmers are 

particularly vulnerable to this new threat – anyone who is fortunate enough to have food reserves 

will have to use them up earlier than expected. 

 

PLEASE PRAY 

• Pray for provision for people who are losing food and income as their crops are destroyed by 

the locusts. 

• Ask God to give the authorities in these nations wisdom to know how to tackle the plagues, 

and for sufficient funds to be made available for this. 

• Pray that Tearfund’s work in the area, particularly with self-help groups in Ethiopia, will be 

able to continue without disruption. 
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PRAYER POINTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD 
 

 This week (6 Feb) was the International Day of Zero Tolerance for Female Genital Mutilation 

(FGM). Please pray for the millions of girls and women who are suffering the consequences of 

this, and for the work of Tearfund and our partners to end this harmful practice. 

 

 Ahead of Burundi’s spring election, Tearfund is planning country-wide workshops involving 

church leaders, government representatives, security forces and community members. Pray that 

these meetings will bring peace and reconciliation in the run up to the election. Pray that people 

will be able to vote without fear, and the result will be respected. 

 

 Please pray for Northern Syria, which is still in the midst of conflict with frequent airstrikes 

and continued tension along the Turkish border. Pray for the protection of the 400,000 people 

who have been displaced since December, and for long-term, peaceful solutions to the conflict. 
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