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COLOMBIAN CHURCHES OPEN THEIR ARMS TO DISPLACED FAMILIES  

 
The neighbourhood next to where Ingrid lives in Colombia had been abandoned for a long 
time because it was too dangerous for most people to call home. But then a group of 
displaced families from Venezuela moved in, and so began a new friendship between the 
two communities.  
 
New neighbours 
Over 4 million people have fled Venezuela since the socio-economic crisis began. With the loss 
of jobs and a lack of food and medicine, many people felt they had no choice but to leave. 
 
Many families arrive in Colombia with very little and have to build their new homes with whatever 
materials they find. Living conditions can be dangerously low, and illness and hunger are rife.  
 
Ready to serve  
When Ingrid saw the level of need among her new neighbours, she started looking at how her 
church could help. With Tearfund’s support, Ingrid and her church set up a project to reach out 
and provide medical care, food vouchers and a canteen especially for malnourished children.  
 
‘...Now that we receive support from Tearfund, God allows us to provide a superior service [to 
help people],’ says Ingrid. ‘I never imagined impacting so many lives.’ 
 
Not only are people becoming less hungry and healthier through this work, their hope is being 
restored, and they feel cared for. Their relationships with God and with those around them are 
starting to grow.  
 
‘[My] heart is filled...,’ Ingrid continues. ‘This has been my opportunity to grow as a person and 
daughter of God and say once again: I am witness to the wonders and immense love of God.’  
 
PLEASE PRAY 
 
Heavenly Father,  
 
Thank you for Ingrid and her church who are working with Tearfund to help their new neighbours. 
We pray that you will bless the work they’re doing.  
 
We lift up all those who have fled Venezuela. We pray you will keep them safe and restore their 
hope for the future.  
 
And as Jesus commands us to love our neighbours as ourselves, we ask you to highlight people 
and ways in which we can reach out to show your love to others in practical ways. Amen.  
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A NOTE FROM… 
 
‘Ingrid embodies the words, "Love your neighbour as yourself." She and her church see beyond 
the differences between people to embrace and serve their neighbours. As the crisis in 
Venezuela continues, many more families are seeking refuge in Colombia. Pray that God will 
continue to raise up local people like Ingrid, willing to embody the gospel of love.’  
 
Norman Molina, Latin America and Caribbean team 
 
 

 

LISTEN AND LOVE 
 
Pastor William Quiñones took on a challenging new job. He’s the chaplain at a maximum-

security detention centre in Guatemala City. William started with big plans to talk to 

prisoners about Jesus. God wanted him to listen first as he explains...   

 

I’ll never forget the afternoon of my first contact with those young gang members in the local 

prison. There were 90 children kept in little more than cages. They were all giving me challenging 

and intimidating looks. The walls were covered in graffiti. The environment was tense, dark and 

oppressive. 

  

For me, that first meeting was an incredible mix of feelings and sensations.  

 

I took the Bible with me, ready to share the gospel with this group of gang members and 

criminals.  

 

But somehow, their penetrating looks completely changed my previous ideas about evangelism. I 

remembered the advice of a friend: don’t talk, listen. 

 

Turning the tables 

 

Ignoring the instructions given to me as chaplain, I therefore kept quiet for almost two years. I 

simply listened to the life stories of the kids, and every week it was I, the pastor, the theologian, 

who came away feeling blessed and challenged. The threatening looks of those first days 

gradually transformed into friendly looks from people I now knew as fellow human beings.  

 

At Bible school, I’d learnt Greek and Hebrew; with these young gang members I learnt the 

language of the streets. I discovered that you don’t wear shoes but ‘kicks’; I don’t have a wife but 

a ‘girl’; things aren’t good, they are ‘wicked’; I don’t carry money but ‘dough’; and friends are 

‘homies’ or ‘brothers’.  

 

By listening instead of talking, I earned the right to speak into their lives and to present Christ’s 

love and compassion.  

 

As I got to know the young people better, I was also able to help them in practical ways. I 

advocated to the prison authorities for more humane treatment. Now we are sometimes allowed 

to organise a special activity for them outside of their cells, such as a football game. I have also 

been able to arrange visits from their families. 
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A different kind of God 

I wanted to reach out to our community to help prevent young people getting involved in crime. I 

felt God tell me that the response should be ‘bread, education, Bible.’ In that order.  

 

These children did not identify with a God, who seemed remote and indifferent. I felt we needed 

to meet their basic needs before we could talk of God’s love: this love had to be brought to life 

through deeds. 

 

We established two outreach centres and a college in our community, and are currently providing 

education to more than 800 children and teenagers. There are also 325 children and young 

people on our programmes for preventing violence and self-destructive behaviour. We engage in 

constant outreach work in the community.  

 

The education and practical help that our children receive is not a malicious transaction designed 

to make them believe in God. On the contrary, it is the representation of God’s love.   

 

PLEASE PRAY 

 

When we talk about ‘sharing our faith’ it usually talking; being bold and speaking out. But have 

there been times in your life when your witness to the risen Christ has been, instead, to listen? 

Take a few moments and ask God to think of times when you may have brought others closer to 

God by simply listening. 

 

And thank God for the amazing witness of William to all those in prison that he speaks with and 

listens to. 

 

William is on Tearfund's Inspired Individuals programme, which you can find more about 

here: https://www.tearfund.org/inspired_individuals/ . The Inspired Individuals programme 

exists to identify, develop and connect new leaders who are aspiring to live like Jesus and 

whose dreams have the potential to transform some of the most needy places and people 

in our world. 

 
 

REDEEMING THE RIVER 
 

Nigel Harris, Tearfund’s Chief Executive, encountered a river of plastic in the Democratic 

Republic of Congo (DRC). He also saw a team of men and women turning the waste into 

something beautiful. 

 

The locals used to call Kinshasa Kin la belle (Kinshasa the beautiful). They were proud of their 

capital, home to 12 million people. Now they call it Kin la poubelle (Kinshasa the dustbin). Sadly, 

it was all too easy to see why... 

 

I stood in the middle of the DRC’s capital city next to a river of plastic bottles. The photo really 

doesn’t give you a full sense of the scale of the build-up of plastic waste – the river of bottles 

stretched far off into the distance. 

 

We were making a short film about the plastic problem. As we stood there filming, a passer-by 

lobbed a bottle behind me – narrowly missing my head. It was quite unbelievable. But there is 

little in the way of waste collection in Kinshasa, and local people aren’t aware of the damage it is 
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doing. 

 

Death by plastic 

Plastic bottles, at least, usually stay on the surface of the water. But water is also sold in plastic 

bags – it’s known as water bagging – which are also not properly disposed of. Discarded water 

and other plastic bags find their way into the pipes, clogging up an already inadequate sewerage 

system. This often causes floods which leads to sickness and loss of life. 

 

Thankfully, we are all starting to be more aware about how damaging plastic waste is to the 

environment. Two billion people around the world live and work among piles of waste and it 

causes up to a million deaths each year. 

 

But the plastic doesn’t just fester in the city. Millions of bottles end up in the Congo River and 

eventually in the Atlantic Ocean. Confronted with waste on such a scale, it would be easy to give 

up. But I found hope in the heart of Kinshasa from the local church. 

 

Eglise du Christ au Congo (ECC) are Church umbrella group in the DRC with more than 70 

denominations. They’ve started a project to clear the plastic waste and put it to good use. Funded 

by Tearfund, the Turning Plastic Into Green Jobs project does exactly what it says. They have 

begun to collect, clean and re-use discarded bottles – turning them into useful objects, like floor 

tiles. The project also provides local jobs and skills training. 

 

So, after my trip to the river of plastic it was heartening to visit ECC’s recycling facilities – situated 

directly underneath their offices. Projects like this are crucial to tackle existing waste. And it is a 

growing problem, as more people across the world start to live in cities. That’s why, as well as 

helping to address issues such as Ebola and encouraging peace and sustainable development in 

the DRC, Tearfund and our church partners must be at the forefront of vital work like this. 

 

Church clearing the way 

It was really encouraging to meet the leaders from ECC, they are deeply Christ-centred people, 

committed to caring for creation in creative and innovative ways. They speak passionately about 

playing their part in protecting God’s world. And they are putting that passion into action – 

demonstrating to the local community that you can live differently and care for the world around 

you. 

 

One of Tearfund’s key priorities is economic and environmental sustainability – in short: we are 

committed to a world where everybody has enough to live on, where our natural environment is 

kept safe, and where the world’s wealth and resources are more fairly shared.  

 

And we have projects tackling local environmental challenges across the world. But as well as 

clearing existing waste and improving local environments, it is crucial that we also significantly 

reduce the amount of waste that’s produced worldwide. 

 

Together, we can ensure we enjoy and protect God’s beautiful world, and not live in a man-made 

dustbin. 

 

PLEASE PRAY 

 

Take a moment to picture the river of plastic stretching far away into the distance. It’s easy to 

become disheartened when you see the extent of a problem like this… 
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Now picture the ECC green workers clearing away those bottles, patiently turning them into 

useful, even beautiful items. Pray for them as they take the first steps towards making their home 

city into Kinshasa the beautiful again. 

 

Is there an evil or a problem that seems too vast to solve? Think and pray, is there a creative first 

step that you, and others, could be taking? 

 

Learn how you can get involved in Tearfund’s Rubbish Campaign at 

https://www.tearfund.org/about_you/action/rubbish/ and sign up to take our plastic pledge 

at https://www.tearfund.org/about_you/action/rubbish_plastic_pledge/  

 

 

 

PRAYER POINTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD 
 

 Pray for a peaceful transition in Bolivia, that it will be possible to have new presidential 

elections soon. Pray for church leaders, that God will give them wisdom and vision to lead people 

amid the chaos. And pray for the safety of communities, our partners and staff. 

 

 Thank God for the quick responses of governments in India and Bangladesh, where millions 

of people were evacuated from the path of Cyclone Bulbul this week. Pray for people whose 

crops and homes have been destroyed, and for a safe return home for everyone currently staying 

in cyclone shelters. 

 

 As the first year of the Ebola response project in the Democratic Republic of Congo comes to 

an end, praise God that we have funding to continue it for another year. Thank God for protecting 

and strengthening our staff in areas of continued insecurity, and pray that Ebola will be eradicated 

over the coming year. 
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